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Hepart of opsrations of 42nd, Battelion for Period s
k . Inded = Ogtobar 2nd - Bth,1017.

- - —

" Refy Z Map 1 . 10,000
1. APPROAGHE MANGH .

_
Previons te Ost, 2nd. all Cfficers :ndhw-mt-m:prwmnﬂ
, Signallers, Seouts and rinners who toock part in the attaglk reeomoitired ep-
mwmmwﬁuuru‘umﬂhh. -
n the afternoon « Vgt the Battalion entrained at POPERINGHE apd |
_detrained at the ASVL(W - Bmmmmmtwwmﬁmthammn 5
GATE during the might of 3ré and the day of 3rd. Oet,

m&t.mwm“ummm
*Mt#'muwuu@tmmrafﬂlmmm
diffienit owing to the broken ; ground . The e fired Oge

mrmmaqu mtupmmafromm-u
-

at
tion was very m_mar » mt:-:’k 3;:: ;thn ngtﬁm-
! >ompand Mww o " _ e one -
« A.E.Ballard, wounded and w0 mem killed Guring the Apmeoscs

Mttalton Beadquarters was established in s Qugout at D27 A 2 © .

n Division , 265th. and 26th, Bettellions atiaeked on owe
. mnd » Bl & - Atziri = 0n o left . -

plan of attaslk wes PO0r the 43rd, Batislion L0 penctrate to OO
w‘:ﬂ;ﬁl : -ﬂ':lwmm-iht' » BN penetrate a

Mﬂgﬂ time the 44th, and 41st, Battaliona were
ﬁt‘ tn, the 44th, Battn were %0 g0 to an inter-
; -+ Battn, 20 the final objeetive Or BIUE LINE &
. »100 in the ene =5 territory,
he foll formaticns wers sdopted .
T hthnnnnttumdnnthruuﬂwmm s oseh Company taking
»

-"uo;.m-th- '.,"B"_"zntm-qntra. "DY on the left.

Hagh Of the fvmt Companies had 1 Platoon extended to £olBow the barrag
' 2 Platoons as Hoppers-up and 1 Platoon in

reserve.
_ m“mwmnmuuym&um { The formations are
glyen in attashed dlagran

3 mhmgamtnrulnnuumlﬁﬂ{:m oaat Of our assenbly line
=mm:mm.tmm1unm, fis every six mimutes,
_ 4ero hours wss fixed for Gam,

‘l'm'_ Mﬁh‘m Was oOommnded Ly Msjor J.Farrell.

The Compange eommanders were - "A" Coye = Capt,G.A.Dunbar
_ "BY GOy. - Caphs Weff,A.MasDonnell
"C" Coy. - Capt. J. .
"D" Coy. = Capts AJE.Ealstend.
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1 ﬁ In order to frustrste & pogsible cnemy atissk our Artillery nf. 5. 16am
Tat down an 2.0,8, barrage whieh moved forwsrd tirees hundred yerds and rnaan..
| ad down until zero hour .
In reply to this barrage the enemy put his barrsage down slonf- tha
(ZOMBEEKE-BRENES REDCUBRT LAME , Cup rear tro stained s fair mumber of
‘uuunltias dur thlis stapge , m to syoin thry moved forwerd uwp Hill 40
until the whole Brigade wae erowded into m débth Of & 100 yards,
At Gam, our barraga fell like a wall of flame On the appointed line
I anﬂ the whols Srigede roge as One man and moved forward.
An enemy maehine gun ls:apt firing for sbout .five misutes from sabout
P 21% 6 4 and then stopped, .
The 45rd, Battn, resched its objeetive Hit&"ﬁu‘ dlffieulty 5 The 48nd,
1 adyenesd belilnd the 4frd, . Two Offieers, 2/Lieat. W H,QO0MPER snd 2/Tt. J.P,
 ERLIVINEALY ware killed and one Oiflesr,2/ldsut H.V.COMRAD was wmmded hafors
'HL11 40 was erossed .
- At Zerc plus 41 minubtes the 42nd, Batvtalion leap=frogged through phe
f4zra. mnd eo timed ths atteek o No resistance was met with and the fortified
Wﬂnnaa;'rammmmwm wrouble .
The snemy lkept firing Very Light aignels se Our troopn sdvanesd and
‘his artillery kept shortening the range . He 2isC heuylly shelled THANIS wWOOoD
He sustalned nesrly all our easualples st this whage. The 10ih, Brigade, on
Lour Mﬁ lost dirsetion wnd drew left Company Over to the laft about 200

This ﬂﬂanpu%h ommsnder immedlstely threw in his vessrve Platoon to
[12111 a the front e ground was very marshy on ihils flaniz whieh rehdered
the golng diffieult and slow snd the left Comp g fell 280yards behind the
n.lm‘rtgu +« The Reserve COmpany Commander, (Capl C.A.Dunbar,) setesd promptiy
| gnd threw his men into the gsp . ALl went well and ihe left Company ragninod
thelr Mtinm
nunbers ©f the enemy © ed the dugo uts Lasi of THAMES VOOD
,,,.J;Bng the RA%LE!L‘I IZRE , but they. diﬁ fight sné swrrendered resdily,
: Our objestive wes reached On t.s-ma, protective posts weare st Onae

ished out and worle of eOneolidstion begm . The berdsge halted Eﬂc varda
&Lm RED LIVE for 47 mimtes and Auring thi: perlod s large mumberm of
| n eame in,@itogethar about 100 were ﬁlpturad. Py ihis Battslion gil in

T T e qugodt &t D £2 b 36 was an AID POST wnd thé woole medisel staff
nay o:ﬁuredﬁ This dugout 21lsc eonitained = HMaghlne Gun .
ine enemy msshine puns wera esptured sliomother, £ of whieh Mu
m di.a not appsar $0 have been fired from ,The enemy had evidently heen
Lim! dating on the high ground in front of our RED LIVE ss.many half«finlsh
wﬁ position were discOvered . _
" The eOnsolidation of the RED LINE wes eommenced on the following plan
|m Company put cut two Lewis Cunx' ts , 100 ysrds in fromt j these posts
wers manned by the Lewils Gun teams and two sninmf
J‘ - Faeh Company also pui down two Platoon postson Its fromt and eseh pmxk
m about 30 yarAe long, Three platoons of the reacpvs oy { Ons to
1ine Coy,) helped in tuls work for two hours by eOmeeting wp the
fﬂ!‘tﬁ + The foupth Platoon of the Hsaspve Company éug 1n 0u & line 130
n rear of ths RRD IINE and after twe hours ths cther platoons of the gompany
mmukmdnlsoduginmthh line o
The wed yery wot snd shblletora y ¥Whieh mendered t.hu wnriz
ﬁ'er:r d:l.ﬂ:l.tnlt; ut in two hours the men wars undg o
The work of the evapustion of the wounded., ihe J.nng
and the enemy barrvage kept down for(4) four houra sfter Jeroy
sttt .

n\% the afternton of the 4ih. the &@ mﬁ@uted etuntere
ntt.urhﬂ lgn:t.m the 41st, Patialionmomn ocur fromt, but seaily reapulsed,

During the afternoon sndnight of the %th. the ensmr 2lac ashelled
cir gonsolidated line , the RAIIMAY IIRE , @1l 40 aud the ZONVEREKE IINE .

During the afternoon of the Hih. e also amntﬂ-unttm it was
hdl-trﬂﬂ ol

At ﬁl on the morning of the Gth. the Battalion was relieved nftﬁr
WD ) atxty hours in the 1ins. :

Our easunltles were 4 Offigers killed &nd 7 wounded.

& . L nd; 2fTientn. U Jd.00mpar, J.B Kallg-ﬁunly, H,Hart, AlW<lambden
{ Weds = Capt, .l Dunbar, Tieut, s.j.nmt., 2/Tdeut,s AE.Ballard

2}1&.&1.11::. A8 '-ﬂﬂnﬂ, Bfldmt. ;Eqmﬂ;‘f’ Qfmﬂﬂtp Had s AP

_ E- - strong and 2/Lieut. H.V.0onrad.
l'wﬁf gﬂnllﬂﬂ and wounded. »
| 2 : ﬁjﬁfg.{ d‘? Wi&-:-l._ﬁ;". ,I

2 - '__?( e
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g APPENDIX. //

Operations of 42n d. Batin.-Period Endod 10th./21st.Oct.17.

¥ap ZONNEBHKE 1,820,000

I

i

IV

On the 9th. Oct, the 11lth. Inf, Brigsde recelved orders tC move fropm
hutments near BRANDHOEE and bivouac Esst of YPRES near FREZENBERG
RIDGE , preparatory to taking ower the new line from the 66th. Pive L5
whieh was t0 attack the PASSBHENDAEIE RIDGE on the moOrnlng of the Sth
On the worning of the 10th, the 42nd, Battn, was diaposed am follows:

mA" BEshelon ( 16 Officers - 400 O,R. ) were camped in
tents about C 29 C

"R Dohelon ( Transport and Q.M's Fer-)j
gonnel | were camped in
"ot Tehelon ( As per S.5. 135 ) §
' tornbs RAST of YPRES near the CEMETRY about
Ilg lalg l5l

o OfPicers and 50 men were detached with 1ith, Tngra. COy.,

The attacl of the 66th. PDivislon,on the 1llth,., wag only partially
guccessfully on aceount of abnoOrmal weather conditions and the con=-
dition of the men and the ground. '

Cn the night of the 1Gth4fllth Ot the 1llth, Infl. Brigade -A.I.F, wap
ordered 10 relieve the troops of the 199th.Brigade - 66th.Dlv,., on the
new front shout 650 yards , extending from the RAVENBEEKE about D 10 p
5.2 through ANGUSTUS WOOD to the ROUIERS RATTWAY,

DIRPOSTTICONS, The 42nd, Battn and 44th. Battn. held the front line

7ith % Companies in front and one in support .
The 41st. and 43rd, Battng.were reserves about 400 yards
in rear .

The 4%nd., Battn, tock over from the 2/6th.Manchesters
who had suffered peverely and Occupied the left front from the RAVE-
BEKE to AUCUITUS WOGD ., '

The rellef was carried out in daylight and the enemy
planes obgerved the movement . Hig artlllery put down a barrage which
inflicted a good number of cagualties to ocur troops and somewhat dias-
organieed the relief., ( Capt, A,C.Moyes-M.C,- was severely wourded, )

There was no sttempt at eonsolidation previocus to our
relief and our troops had to Oeccupy shell holes and carry on the work
of sonsolidation as well as conditions permitted.

The weather conditions were extremely bad ; the grouwd
was in a bad state and every trench soon filled with water and had to
be shamdonmed for a fresh posijdon,

During the first 12 hours of ocur Occupatlon of this
pogsition , enemy snipers were very actlve and infllcted several cag~
nalties including Tdeut. H,E.Josephs,( severely wounded.) , but after
our snipers got to work the enemy activlity dlsappeared.

Our men suffered severely Owing t0 abnOrmal weather
conditicns during the flrst 48 hours.

ﬁery good patrol work was done by ocur men on the left
front and onme patrol under 2/Iieunt. F.MJicod penetrated 1000 yards to-
wards PASSCHENDARLE without getting toueh with the sneny.,

Battalion Headquarters was establishsd at BORTHOFE at
D8 g 29

The Mew Zealan d Division held the line on cur left
and the 12th, Brigade on our right ( beyond ROULERS Railway Station.)

Attael of the 9th. and 10th. Brigades on the morning of the 13th.

On the night of the 12/13th,. Oct, the 9th, snd 10th, Brigades assembl-
od On the front , from the RAVEBEKE to the RCULERS RAITWAY, the 40tn,
Bettn, of the 10th, Brigede relieving the 42nd, Battalion,

The 11th, Brigzade mowved back sbout 1000 yards and becanme Divisional
legorve, the 42nd, Batin, occupying shell holem positions inD 18 ¢

13 , Headquarters remained as above,

At this stege 307 of our men had t0 be evacuated mostly with feot
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tpouble and the egfects of mstard Bas, The damage was done by men
sitting or lylng on ground on vwhich shells had bursit, The parts of-
the body in contact with the ground became blistered and palnful,
Reinforcerents from "B" and "C" Echelons were sent up t0 replace mzmuxif
cagualties.

The atteak of the 9th. and 19th, Brigades wes unsucecesaful. The 9th,
Brigede reached their cbjective ( Blue Iine) the 10th. Brigade was
held up just West of PAABCHENDALLE REIRSR, while the NEW ZEATANDER'S
attack , on owr left, was held up altogether on account of unmeut wire
and enemy machine guns. _

The result wes that the 9th. and 10th, Brigade troops retired to a

a position just in fromt of where they started and their casaulties -
were exceedingly heawvy.

On the night 13th,/l4th Oet. the Sth, and 10th. Brigade troops were
withdrawn and the 1lth, Inf. Brigade once more held the line , The ;
£9nd. Battalion was left suapport Battelion , behlnd the 4lst, Batt.
and occupylng positions in the vielndty Of ABRAIAM HEIGHTS,

Here the trocps had to hold on for 48 hours, No offgnsive sction
gould be taken owing to the exhaunsted eondition of the men and the
weather conditions.

The 9th. Prigade troops were in reserve In cur former positionsa,

On the night of the 16th/17th., Oot. cur Brigade was relieved by the
gth, Brigade , the 42nd. Pati, being relieved by 36th. Patt, AJI T,
and we again became Brigads in reserve, Occupying & poslition about
B4 D,

At this period the Battalion ptrength was 11 Cfficers 180 0L.,R® in the
lines., =

The Bettalion Headquarters shifted to IEVI COTTAGE.

Hers the Pattalion remained until the night of 21at,/22nd. Oct,. vhen
they were relleved b the BOth, Btn, CANADIANS snd the men moved out
t0 a oamp WEST of YPRES at H.16 Central , a march of about ¥ mileal,

The difficultiea of transport weeevery great and all materdal and
rations had 1C be carrled on pack mules, To add t¢ the difficulties .
of tracks and bad weather the enemy frequently shelled our linss of
approach, In spite of these obstacles , hot tea, soup, and stew was
gent up to the men daily as well as the ordinary rations , fuel and
water,
The work of the tranagﬂrt in thie operation reflects great credit On
attalion lst, ILine Transport Section, which lost
g wen wounded and 12 animals killed, The men at all times eghowed the
vtmost grit and coursge and upheld the reputaticn of the Battalion
under the worst possible conditions, .

Never since the Battalion has landed Iin France has it been called up-
on to face such abnormal conditiona. Never have the men had to face
aueh haprdships or t0 ghow such endurance and never have the Officers
and men risen s0 well to the occasion and upheld g0 well the honour
of the Battalion and the best traditions of the AUSTRALIAN Forces,
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Our Total Casualties during the period 4th. / 21st, Oat.,

Efficerﬂ Killed £

Wounded
. Biek
Other Ranks. EKEilled
* al Wounded
o "o Blak
" s Missing

5
g

=

Total

15
423
S s
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